Introduction
icople in Europe has perhaps had the feeling of self-
edemption,.which is to be at the same time a world-
edemption and a redemption of humanity, so strongly in
:s soul as the Germans at certain periods of their history,
liis feeling can be compared only with the feelings of the
arliest Judaeo-Christians.   And indeed, this evinces a
irofound affinity of the German people with the Jews,
rfiich is at the same time a deep antagonism, and which
/as recognised by many great Germans, e.g. by Fichte:
he idea of the "Chosen People", which was to bring
salvation" to the world, arose, as is well known, among
tie Jewish people; and its product in world history is
Christianity.   Other nations of Europe adopted this idea
nd varied it, in the age of nationalism, at especially
svolutionary and ecstatic moments 'in their history,
Deling themselves to be the "Chosen People".   The con-
smporaries and soldiers of Cromwell had within them
Dmething of the feeling that they were the direct spiritual
.escendants of the Biblical fighters and prophets, and
tie early pioneers of the American Continent were inspired
y the same feeling.   The French of the Great Revolution
sit they were saviours of the world, likewise the men of
tie Russian Revolution of our time.   The programme for
aving the world which the French had to offer in 1790
'as not entirely original; a considerable part Of its ideas
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